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of as txetidiiigly difficult cliJibf Is a natural baalHy fifty fett

eqtmra and iaireral faet daapt foratd by a beautiful fallt nora than

200 feet highf where power » ae at numerous other points from there to

the termination of the pipe line at the Posti could be generis^ted to

propel a large amount of machinery which might be utilised In a com»

plete and up«to«»date Industrial School plant* fhe Iron pipe which

conireys water to the Postt though In use only from the first reser*

Tolrt reaches to this fallf and is in almost perfect condition* fhe

plant is worth, at the lowest estimate, |25t000f and probably

cost several times that. At any time that it is desired to Increase

the water supply at the Post, the opportunity is aiQ)lei either by

the construction of more and larger reservoirs of the prevention of

seepage by cementing the creek bed to the point of diversion.

fhe supply of imtert not only for the domestic uses of the

Industrial School t tait for the iirlfation of the agricultural

lands which will be acquired with the buildings t is considered by

the Comdsslon to be meiple^ ejid the title thereto perfect* fhie

subject t recognised as of the mnt vital ln^ortancet was given

the mnt careful ejuuninatlon and considerationt and a recital of

the facts in the case will doubtless prove illuminating*

Heading in their respective canyons t Post Creek » Goady

Creek and Big Oreek» mntioned in the order of tkelr importance*^

the first in the center, the second on the north and the last on

the south~can7 their waters down onto the foothills and plain

which form the reservation* Hear its western line they join, and

wending out into the Sulphur Springs Valley in a single creek bedi

their flow is soon lost in the sand and soil of a seml«desert* fhe



title to the vmterv tmtil after it ereesee mA leaves the r#»

servation, is abeelutely ireeted in the lands of the resermtieiiy

as determined by the faets iriiich mm elicited by the Cessnission^

niere never has been a dispute on this point t the only differences

that have ever arisen eoneeming the right to the waters of these

creeks having involved none \m% the farawirs whose lands and operations

were adjacent to the reservation » and who desired the use of the

water after it had crossed the government tract to which it pri*

aarily belonged, fhere are no evidences of the appropriation of

water by individuals, except by its use, and in no instance does

this right antedate the right possessed by the reservation lands,

ncr daes any such use of the waters of these creekw claim a right

prior, superior or even equal to the reservation right.

The Govemiisnt*s claim to the use of the mters of Postf

Coady and Big Crttks was definitely established, thou^ recogniMd

at a much earlier date, in 1885* 8ome time before 188& the Hooker

Clattle CoB^^any, which has operated in Sulphur Springs Valley since

1872f but had secured such water as was msed for farming oper»

ations from Riley Canyon, in the Oalllure Mountains, on the western

side of the Valley, gained from the authorities at the Post per-

mission to construct a ditch across the reservation and by that

means to utilise the Graham iMuntain water, fhis brought a storm

of protest from the farmers adjoining the reservation, whose

growing of crops depended upon the use of these waters after they

had crossed the reservation. They brought the matter to the attention

of the War IBpartment, and in 1885 6en. Nelson A« Miles paid

a visit to Tort ffiimt to gain possession Of the facts in the

case and to settle the dispute « He rescinded the permission



gi^en to tho R#9k#r Cktil« C^mpmy id eoEstrmet m diteh aertss

the Reseinrmtioiii and deel&ringt m wm eonetitdi tiiat tht mtlrt

flow of Post, Qoady and Big Crsiks baltngad to th# Eesarmtion

as long as the nater resoalntd on the Reeenrationt held that no

one should diTert or use the vater of these streams until after

its release by the original ovnert after it had folloired its

course aeross the Resenratlon and OTer the boundai^ line« So

the matter has iood from that day to this» and although the

extent of farmlngt both on and off the Resenratlon » has varied from

year to yeart there appears to he m dispute as to the Itosenration^s

prior right to the use of the vatert or any differenee that can arise

asbetneen the State and the f&rmrB.

It is pertinent to here state that in the opinion of the Comi^

mission there is not likely to he either an occailea or an incentiire

for a dispute concerning the use of the waters of these CreekSt

since it is plainly feasible to not only farm all of the land the

State will acquire, but to continue, as well, to farm all of the

outlying lands now or heretofore under cultimtion* Op to the

present time, a large portion of the flow of Post, Goady and Big

Creeks has annually gone to waste • By the application of the sia^ple

rules of conserration this can be saved, and it seems probably that

a careful examination and analysis of the situation, by coiapetent

authorities on conservation and irrigation, wuld result in a plan

whereby, in addition to watering all of the land belonging to the

S tatOi the farming area off of the Reservation mi^t be materially

increased •

It may be well to ejqplain that a minimum of water is required im



the proper Irri^tion thsse l&i^Si sinod both the huaiidity

in thd atfiiGsphere and the rainfall of the Fort Grant aaotion art

considerably in exeese of the average in the dryt hott strictly

irrigated sections of Southern Arizona* Furthermore » the char*

acter of the soil and the nature of the water-shed permeate a

large area with moisture) and hundreds of acres of fruit Sy grain

and other crops are now being grown by means of sub^irrigation.

This is being done close to the Reservation line« while farther

out in the Sulphur Springs Valley dry* farming in its fullest

sense is being pmcticed with considerable success.

Ihile there is perhaps little or no land in the Reservationt

tjQd subject to selection by the State, exactly luited to dry»

farming methods i there is a considerable body, largely coBprising

the tract of iribich selection should be madot which is sub^irrigatedf

and which will require very little surface irrigation. At the

present time # about 84 acres oi^ this land ie being fmrmA by

private indiwiduals, under an arrangement with Mr« Qung'l^ the

caretaker! i^ile about 26 acres morOf lyingt part within the

parade ground and part immediately adjacent to the Post^ is being

farmed by irrigation. This latter tract is devoted to the groi^

ing of beans » which with proper care prove a most successful

cropt

All before stated i the State is privileged » under the terms

of Sm 7163f to select acres* The purpose should be to select

the moBt valuable land f the first consideration t of courset being

to secure the buildings which are desired for an Industrial School«

These are situate in Section 25$ Township 9 S«t Range 23 M. With
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the #xeiption ef a seetio^ md four mall fractions of saetions

in the eouthmet eomart eooprieing a total of 1920 (?) acres

t

the Reservation is unsurveyed, and the Commission is therefore

unable, pending the cosqpletion of the survey which is now in

progress f to make definite recommendations as to the tracts to

be selected, though in a tentative way it may be said that they

will lie in Sections 2i» 26 and 35 » Township 9 South, Range 23

East, and Sections 1, 2 and 3 > Township 10 South, Range 23 last#

These sections comprise all of the best agricultural land in

the Reservation, and it is the aim of the Commission to recommend

for selection, outside of the tract on which the Post buildings

stand, only first-class agricultural lands*

In this connection the CosmLssion ventures to depart again

from the letter of the duties, and in the light of the most

thorough investigation which has been made, advance for your con-*

sideration a number of suggestions, or recommendations*

The first of these has to do with the agricultural and horti*

cultural possibilities of the land to be acquired, and the real-

Isation of those possibilities in the most profitable manner and

to the greatest degree* We would recosmiendt to this end, that

an effort be made to secure the establishment at this point of an

Experiment Station of the University of Arizona, to be operated

in conjunction with the Industrial School* Th0 location, in the

Commission's opinion, is ideal for the conduct of varied and

valuable e^eriments, in farming, gardening and fruit growing
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Clim&tic fuad othar conditions ar# sipfilar to those which imiataia

oyar m extaasi^ro Arisoaa arsa, and tha benafite from aaqparisiaats

conducted at this point would be incalculable* From the stan^

point of the l^hool the plan is exceptionally desirable » as it

would afford the students an opportunity to learn, under the

Host jmspicious circumstances, a highly useful, healthful and

profitable profession-^*since agriculture and horticulture hare

become, in this day, nothing less than a profession, requiring and

paying return upon the most assiduous prepamtion, the most coif

stent application and the most consus^te skill*

It is not to be e^qpected that the School till be able to

utilize, for farming purposes, the entire area it will possess; but

it is suggested that the surplus may be made to pay a good retura

by leasing to farmers in the iricinity of the School, irtio will be

^d to secure the i^vaatages offered by this choice tract ai^ the

water going with it.

An orchard should be established at as early a date as

m
possible. Conditions appear to be^Marly perfect as may be

for the apple and peach, and doubtless for other varieties of

deciduous fruits. Immediately in front of the hospital, and be»

tween the outlying buildings and the Post proper, lies a tract

that could be utilifed a^st profitably for orchard purposes,

besides adding materially to the beauty of the beau'ty of the grounds.

Another business for which the most splendid opportunity

exists is that of dairying, and a modera creamery might well be

established in connection therewith. In addition to the excellent
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natural pasture ufalch surrounds the Posit ths praetlcally un*

limited facilities for growing all sorts of feed for dairy stockt

thmm is within the Post the beginning of an ideal plant for such

an enterprise « Attention is called to item 62 of the detailed

statement of Post buildings* This is the old quartermaster's

CO trait a most substantially built structure of frame and adobe

t

P
about 210 by 260 feet in areat finely equij^ed with a great

number of substantial open frame stalls t and box^stallsa most all

containing metal feed boxes* In the center of this large en*

closure is an office building» a gzmn crib and carriage shedt

which might be supplemented by a building for housing a cosqplete

creameny plant* An important industry in the manufacture of

butter t cheese and condeased milk* in addition to the raising of

fine blooded cattle i could here be built up, to the profit of

the School and to give business education to the boyp in attei^ancet

thus coiqpensating the State for their maintenance andeq uipping

them to honestly and successfully copet in after years t with the

problMs of life*

Mention has heretofore been made of the opportunity for the

development of power* We desire to repeat this in connection with

the suggestion for the establishment of a creamery in which com

siderable machinery is required and power is necessary to run it*

Machinery for other trades can also be installed and operated in

similar fashion, and an electric light and ice plant numbered

among the economies as well as tbs convenience of the institution*

In short, in the belief of the Commissiont the Industrial School
<

may be madet with the great advantages it will have at Fort Grant

»

self-sustaining*
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The C0nnlaslon has Ineorpomtsd within this report mmy things

which do not come within the duties assigned by lawt or within

your instructions* But in order that yoU| the Legislature and the

public may be fully advised as to the character , extent and value

of the property iriiich has virtually come within the Staters possess*

iont we deemed it proper to submit this esctended statement.

Im conclusion* we beg to state that the Secretary of the

Interior I by and with the consent of the Secretary of Wart bee

granted to the State » pending formal selection of the 2000 acres

of land embraced within the privisione of Senate Bill 7163f a per*"

mit to occupy the buildings of the old Post. Immediately follow^

ing the approval of the survey nhich is now being conducted by the

Surveyor^Generali this Commission will make formal reconmiendation

to you of the tracts litich its jud|pment should be selected t but

in the meantime the twwml of the Industrial School awaits only

your^ action and that of the liOgislature*

Reepeetfullyy

STATS LAND COMMISSION

»

by
Chairman

« i> i I
l ip." I I I • mill I III

I II I min i
III I i i nil i -| n

Secretary

Member



STATEMENT
of

BUILDINGS AND OTHER PRGPERTf
at

FORT GRANT

1. RisMtaet •West of Post, opposite old Post Tnuitrs*
store. Adobe* Hve large, one small room, hall*

Plastered. Boors, vlndovs and porehes in bad order.
Roof fair. Sto&e foimdation. Worth about |1^0«
Will cost 1250 • to repair,

2» Residenee • DOiplicate of J^l, but has larger porehes azid is

in better oondition* Worth |lfiO« Will eost |l(K) to re-»

pair*

3* Residenee • Berth of §X and §Zm Mobe» stone foundationt
0 ouble house. Ten rooms. Fair condition. Worth |4,000#
Will eost tSCK) to repair.

4. Storehouse • Fraiae. About 24 x IXi ft. Coi^amtit'ely
new, but bloim over by reason of lack of proper support.
Floor joist, studding and rafters mluable. Siding vorth
something. Salvage valued at

5. Quartermster * s storeroom and t|uarteiiiasteri»sergM.nt*8

residence * Vest side of pamds ground. Stone, about M
x WQ H.p vith tmsMsnt full Imgth. 8pl#i«|idly constructed
and iNill finishedf being partitioniNi lor the pui|iose for iihi<^

it vas designed. Residence portion is in TMr, and consists
of five rooms (one of vhich is a frame addition) elosetst
bath, toilet, etc., and contains a good heating stove.
Worth 130,000. Nothing needed for repairs.

6m Bakery • West side of panside gi^und, t^uth of ^5. Stone,
sbcut 20 X 54 ft # Contains built-in bake ovens » lined vith
fire bricks; also an assorti^nt of bread pans, forth |4,0(K)«

mi cost nothing to repair.

?• Water tank • Southwist comer of parade ground. Qoodf
substantial tover, i^id veil piped. Designed for storage of
mter for use of Post, fmk fallen, but material not much
deteriorated. WoHh |400. Will cost #150 to r^air.

8. Guard house « Itast side parade ground, north of 0% Stonst
about 36 X 54 ft. Hidition of adobe, about 18 x 30 ft.
tls^ for the storage of cartridges, targets, etc., the
southwest corner of which is in very bad condition. Worth
7tG00» Will cost |500 to repair.

f . (^mmissary store-house • West side of parade gwund, north
ef j|8. About 250 ft. fronting on parade giH^und, with wings
on north md south ends. Separate large adobe room between
wings in rear of main building, in bad condition, but coii»

taining lumber salva^ worth |250. Worth |^KK>« Will cost
#800 to repair.
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10 • Vegttable storage eellar • Hear of |8 and In good con*

dition* Contains bins for dlfftrant variatita of vagatabloa
or other eontants* Aetual cost said to be |ll^Ot which was
good Talue, Wotth |&00« Will eost nothing for repairs.

11« Oil house • West of Ssmll adobe* Worth |200« Will cost

|25 to repair.

12* Besidence - Was occupied by Comiiissary*^Sergeant. West of

jp9« Adobe. Four interior room* two porch rooms and hall«
In poor condition. Worth tlCOO* Will cost #350. to repair.

13. Residence - Was occupied by band-Mister. West side of parade
ground t north of |f9. Stone. Contains seven rooms and hall.
In good condition. Worth HtSOO, Will cost #400 to repair.

14. Office building • West aide of parade ground, north of )^13«

Adobe » about 36 jc 60 ft. Contains ei^t rooms and two halls.
Fair condition, except as to porches. Worth t^tSOO. Will
eost |500 to repair.

15. Residence Was occupied by coms^ding officer » now occupied
by keeper of buildings, North-west comer of parade ground.
Adobe » two«^story. Contains seventeen rooms, closets, pantries,
bath«>rooms, etc., and is in good repair« This building
fronts directly south, looking diagonally across the parade
groui^, whic^, with the streets juid buildings aurremding itf
lies southwest and northMst* Being mew eec^idi> and having
been occupied at a eomparittively recent date by Col. W. F#
Stewart i ndio caused its ceqplete repair, it ia in perfeet
condition for occupancy. Iferth |l&iO(X># Will cost nothing
for repairs.

16. Residence; was occupied by officer* North side of parade
ground, adjoining §V&f on what was known as ''Of ficers* Row.**

Mobe, Ten rooms t In good condition, except for roof*
Worth fSfOOO. Will cost #200 to repair.

17. Residence; officer^ a. North side of parade ground, east of
#16, on ••Officers* Row.** Adobe, two^story. Contains sixteen
rooms. East wall in front fallen, and cracked in rear.
Worth ISiOW)* Will cost |l(X)0 for repairs.

18. Officers* club. North side of parade gromwl, east of #17, on
••Officers* Row.** Stone, double house. Contains twelve rooms
and two halls. Bas four room adobe house in rear. This is
probably the first house of those now standing, to be con**

structed at the Post, aM bewrs the mark ••W.H.B. 1873,** thus
desi^ating its construction under the direction of Capt.
W. H. Brown, first commanding officer of Fort GrMt. Despite
its age, the building is in good condition, and is splendidly
adapted for the purposes of a dormitory. Worth |12|0^» Will
cost |500 to repair*
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•

Hon. Geo» !• P. Huntt
Sovernor of krtt^m,^

Pbo»iiix» ktttmwim

Sir:

The State Land CoMaieslon has the honor to euhmlt the following

report of its examination of the Fort Grant Military Heservationt in

arahaiB county 9 Arizona, lAiieh was mmle September f to ll, in eon»

formity with your direction and in eos^liance with the duty imposed

upon the Ceimaission by laVt to ^'include in their (the Comissioners*)

report to the QoTemor recommendations » pointing out such lands ast

in the opinion of the Board t are desirable for selection by the State

from the body of public lands.** (Sec* 4t H»B« 1^, First Legislature.)

By virtue of an A^t of CNingress (8« fl6S} approved August 13f

1913» t^ tli:te el aHiom^wm^

WXX^ acres of lands *Nrithin the l^rt Grant Military Reserration and

outside of the Crook National Forest in partial satisfaction of its

grant for 9tate charitable, penal and reformatory institutions

In pursuance of this Oongressional authorisation, the examination

covered by this report was made«

Though having nothing to do with this Coimaission's functions

and lying outside the xitne of its official information, it is nec«

esaary to a clear understanding of the situation to e^lain that the

State Industrial School at Benson (one of the institutions coming

under the head of "State charitable, penal and reformatory institute

ions**}, is in an exceedingly over* congested wnA dangerous condition,

illy located and not at all suited to the purpose for idiich it was

designed—that of caring for and rehabilitating the S tate*s ii^
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§IB^ m ••Offictrs* ft©w** Mebt, eoataias nia© roiffis; is very
dirty mi in mther inferior eeaditien* Worth IStSM* Will
cost #800 • to repair*

Residenee; offi<oer*8« Mtfth side of parade ground, east of

^19 1 on •Officers' Row." Stone and adobe* Double house*
(^ntains ssTenteen rooms. Is an old building, but is in fair
condition except for porillis t which are badly decayed . Worth
SiOOO* Will cost |500* for repairs*

21* Residence; officer* s* North side of pamde ground, east of
j^O, on "Officers* Row." Adobe. Contains ei^t rooms ia»
eluding two of frame construction. Fair coMition. Worth
#2,000* Will cost 1300 for repairs*

22* Residence; officer^s* North side of parade ground, east of

1^1, on "Officers* Row«" Adobe. Contains eight rooms, hallf
closets, etc* Fair condition* Worth |3,0G0* ?/ill cost

#250 for repairs.

23* Residence; officer* s North side pf parade ground, east of

1^2, on "Officers* Row.** Is a duplicate of §ZZf but in in*

ferior condition* Worth #3,000* Will cost #500 for repairs.

24. Residence; officer* s* North side of pamde ground, east of
|23, on "Officers* Row*" Frame double house* Contains
seventeen rooms, with closets, etc*, the partitions being of
|at| a»i plaster* Worth |§t^# Will cost |^0 to repair*

25 # Residence; offioer*8* Iftrlh side of parade p'oimd, east of
§Z4. Adobe. Contains ten rooms, fhe east imll is in danger*
©us conditiottj haTing been braced to prevent falling. Worth
#3,000 • Will cost #500 for repairs*

21* Residence; officer* s* North side of parade ground, east of

JteS, being last house in "Officers* Row*" Adobe. Double
house. Contains twenty* four rooms* In fair condition except
for southeast corner, where wall has settled and cracked*
Worth #8,CKK)* Will cost #1,000 to r^air.

21m Hospital. Two hundred yards north of east end of "Officersl
R0W|" and on a slight eminence overlooking the Post* Two
story frame I about 45 z 130 ft. Contains two large mrdsi
each about 24 x ^ ft*, and fourteen rooms on first floor;
five rooms on second floor* Worth #15tOOO« Will cost #1,0(X)

to repair*

Z%m Medicine storehouse. Rear (norty) of #2f* FraEae* Contains
two rooms. Worth #500 • Will cost #100 to repair*

29* Hospital storeroom. Rear (north) of |27* Adobe* Worth #100

•

30* Residence; wmn occupied by hospital stewards last of #2f#
Fmme. Contains five rooms, closets, etc* Fair condition*
Worth #lt500# Will cost #200* for repairs*



31 • Il08#nroir« llthlii parait gMund taelismrty m mrth sid^t

opposite **Offie0r8* Rev«** Constntotid of e^Qtt itboyt 6

ft. deepf mA iO % XfS ft« in wm. Water is piped into the
reservoir from a reservoir in Sherman Creek/j, one and a
half mles from the Bst. Worth |2«00Q« Will cost nothing
for repairs.

32* Band stand. Within parade grouM enolosure, on north sidet
opposite **Officers* Row^** and immediately east of the reservoir

^31* fnm. In good oondition. Worth |400« Will eost nothin
for repairs*

33* Post Hall* last side pai*ade ground* Adobe* About 33 x 75 ft*

Equipped with stage i dressing rooms t etc^ for theatriealSf
entertainments t etc* ^n good condition* Worth fS^^^O^ Will
cost t250 to repair.

34* Residence* South of **Post Hall.^ Adobe* Nine rooms* Walls
badly oraaked in several places* Worth #3g000« Will cost

IliOOO to repair*

35 # Fire house* Sast side of parade ground* Frame. About 21 x
33 ft* Worth |500# Will cost |S0« to repair*

36 to
Cos^any Barrack&• Seven sets of two buildings each«

South side of parade ground » and ejctending on that street » to

average 60 % 150 ft* Ausiliary buildings t used for cofki^gg
etc*, contains five rooms each and ara about 24 x 50 ft* in
sise* Worth an average of |8tOO0 per sett |56t00Gr in all*
Cost to repair would be vary large » probably |l0t000#

51 and 52* Ice factory and carpenter shop, and blacksmith shop*
^uth on street marking west side of parade ground* ^1 is a
two-story adobe about 30 x 60 ft*, the north wing being badly
cracked and in had shape* §52 is a one-story adobe about 15
X 30* Both worth #3,000* Will cost #500 to repair*

53* Oiurriage shop* South of Barracks. Frame, about 24 x 42 ft*
In first-class condition* Worth |W)0*

54* Bath and barber shop* South of Barracks i east of j|^3* St one t

about 2T X 40 ft* Building in first-^class condition > but i»*
terior dismantled. Worth 11,500* Cost of repairs depend upon
plans*

56 to 61* Ruins of six Go^any Corrals. Valueless*

62. Quartermaster's corral* South of ^1 and ^52* Adobe and frame^
about 210 X 260 ft*, fully equipped with substantial frame
stalls, bo3^ stalls and metal feed bojMis* Frame grain crib »

office and carriage shed in center of square. Worth IStOCO*
Will cost |500* to r^fmir.



63* Flats. W©r# ©wi^iid by Coaipaiiy laundresses, mi kmm as
^Sti^siids E§Vft** Hiciag tast on strsat liileli marks wsst sids of
paradt ground i and lias south of jpf « Mo%a# About 2^ fsst
long, diiridtd into two«room apartmsnts. Worth #2,500. lilB
cost 1500 'to rtpair*

64 « Residsnce; wm ooouplod by blacksmith. South of ^3. Worth
|l,GOO« Will cost 1150 to rspair.

In addition, a cou^plets water systsm throughout tht Postt
ixt ending to all buildings and all parts of grounds, the supply
being received through a pipe*line from a reserretr iM iraham
mountains, or 2 miles from the Postf thou#i the line extends
to the Falls, 5 miles from the Post, ^e eondition of the distributii^i
pipes and fixtures could not be ejtomined, and the >alue is ther^
for© impossible to estimte* 5 miles of Scinch pipe is north
not less than #25,000, iriiich the resenroirs are also -valuable, the
pipe line to the Falls can be easily repaired wmA made airailable.

Iftiere art also cobble-stone irrigating ditches on both
sides of the streets around the square of plaza.

A first-class road, with some repairs needed, to Willcox,
including two good, serviceable bridges.

ThB Post is entirely fenoidi and though old and someirtiat

diapidatedi the fenee ke^s out the stock*





Scene on Post Creek, above Fort Grant,

Scene on Post Creek, above Fort Grant.



Post Creek Falls, 5 lailes above Fort Grant.

'Post Creek Falls, 5 miles above Fort Grant.



Looking west from Fort Crrant, across Sulphur
Springs Valley; Qaliuro Mts. in the distaiice.



Bandstand; looking north toward "Officora*

Row,** arshaia Mts. in the background.

Reservoir; bandstand in background, "Officers*

Row on left.



street in front of "Officers' Row," looking

Northwest; Connanding Officer's house (^15)

in the background

,

V

Officer's Residence; looking east on

"Officers' Row.** \
)

\



Barracks, south of Parade Grounds

i

looking east.



corrigible bM dependent boys and girle* To adequately remedy

this condition at the present site of the school would be im-

possible; to do any measure of justice to the inmates thereof,

e^en teaqporarily, would be well^pni^ prohibitive in cost ai^

altogether foreign to economy • To meet this situation Congress

was asked to grant to the State of Arizona the land embraced

within the old Fort Grant Military Reservation, together with

the building and other improvements thereon, for the purposes

of an Industrial School, and this was done, to a practical da*

greee, through the medium of Senate Bill No« 7163, introduced

by Senator M« A* Smith, iqpproved August 13, 1912« This measure

was introduced at the instance of the Governor of Arizona and

its passage abli|^ urged by all of Arizona* s representatives in

Congress. S*6« Ho« 7173 reads as fellows:

*Be li enmettd by the S#iiate and tt^

R^resentatives of the &l/lis
Congress assembled. That all lands, together with
the i^rovements thereon, within that part of the
foraer Fort Grant Military Reservation, in the
State of Arizona » situate and being outside the
boundaries of the Crook National Forest, be, and
the same heireby are, made subject to selection by
the State of Arizona in partial satisfaction of
that grant of one hundred thousand acres made to
it for State charitable, penal, and reformatory
institutions by section twenty^five of the Act of
Congress, approved June twentieth, ifineteen hundred
and ten (thirty**sixth Statutes at Large, pa^ five
hundred and fiftyeeven) 2 PROVIHED, That such
selection shall be made within three years from
the approval of this Act J PROVIDID FURmiai, That
no more than two thousand acres of such lands shall
be selected under the provisions of this Act***

Very few people have any conception of the mi^itude

and importance of the splendid pjroperty i^ich the State isg

under the provisions of this Act, privileged to select

•



Hospital (#27) & Hospital Steward*s Residence (#30)



Quartemaster's Store-room (j^S)

Goiananding Officer's Residence (j^l5)



Officers' Club (#18)





Officer's Residence (#17), north side of Parade
Grounds,





Situat© in a saetlon until racently sparsely popmlatsd;:

tiiou^ now well CQTsrad with fmras; si|||icieiitly distant

froii a railroad to prohibit the presenee of frequent

irisitersv and lying off of the laain arteries of wm^n

travelt there is praotioally no faisdliarity in Arizona

with the Fort Grant military reseriration. On the other

handf there has appeared to be a more or less aggravated

misconception of the facts, which it is the purpose of this

Oommileiont after the fullest and met careful investii^tiont

to clear up in tne present i^pCK«

Fort Grant was established in 18?2i during the bloodiest

period of Arizona's sanguinary Indian wars, to succeed Old

Camp Grant, whicht situate near the junction of the San

Pidro with the Gila, was proving malarious and unhealthy

«

For its purpose the new Caqp Grant, or ss it was tlMireafter

known. Fori l^antt iiui ideally lai^ed^^^^ liying at the

western base of the towering Graham mountains, it commands

an unlimited and inspiring view of the bi^ad Sulphur S prings

Valley , which heads pmctically opposite the reser^

vation and runs southeasterly far across the Mexican

border, a distance of mvB than 100 Mles« Across the

falley, and paralleling it, lies the Jigged Galliur# Range,

a one«tli^ fortress of the Caches i and extending still

further south and east from the tenrination of the Gall*

iuros, lie the Winchester mountains* Ste^ and rough and

sparsely clothed, these ranges are exceedingly picturesiiuet

but in the day when Fort Grant mm established their chief



• 4 •

eharacteristic nai th© Will^nigh impregnability tha

retreat they afforded to laaratiding and bleedthirsty red-

men. Back of the fort loom the Graham mountains i precipitous

t

beautiful, well-imtered, ever verdure olad. Covered with

hugh pines t and quaking aept walnut and oakf and a score of

other mountain timbers, with the vine of the wild grape in

profusion, and throu^ the jungle of undergrowth numerous

streams of crystal- clear i ice-cold imter trickling their

way out of the solitude into the ?alley beneath, a back-

ground of greater beauty than that possessed by this place

designed for Arizona* s Industrial School cannot well be imag-

ined #

High and dryt its air clear and bracing t neither too hot

nor too cold, it is today irtiat Uncle Sam* a soldiers in ISfS,

decimated by the dieeaeet itoich seemed then te

breed in their San Pedro home, sought it for*-one of Arisona^s

choicest health spots. Originally designed for the protection

of Arizona* s citizenry against an active and relentless human

foe, it is miraculously adapted for the protection of the

future of the State against the evils of ill-directed man-

hood and womanhood I but it might with equal apprepriateness

,

in point of healthfulness and sightliness i be converted into

a great sanitorium* For any institution requiring the utmost

of healthfulness, and advantaged by scenic beauty and com*

pamtive seclusion, it is ideal. Its altitude is a little

less than KKW feet*

A* before stated. Fort Grant was established in 1872f



tilt trdQp8 i^loh first oeeupied itt transferred frea Old

CaiQi il|>&ehe on the Sim Pedro t being cossBanded by Ci^t#

W« H« Brovn* Since then numerous notable figures in the

military life of the country have been stationed there, in

pursuance of the §oremment*8 effort to quell the blooA*

thirst| j^aches I among thi^ being 6en. Orlando WillcojCf

after whom the town of WillcoXf twenty-eight miles away § was

in 1878 9 Generals Si;mer> Chaffee and Shafter*

Generals Hilts and Crook were never regularly stationed

there » inasmuch as during the periods of their irisona

Indian warfare departmental headquarters were at Whipple

#

but the activities of these veterans t and the location of

Fort Grant practically in the ce«ter of those activities

placed thm frequentlyt if temporiyrilyt in direct comand

of its garrison* fhe last eoomis^er of the Fort wm Col*

W« F* Steimirtt i^ose esdle to Arizona by the President of

the IMited States is a matter of general as well as mil«»

itary history* Col. Staart^s peiriod of reiidence was after

the abandonment of the Post» which occurred about 1906 » and

he was both commander and garrison, though soldiers and ar*"

tisane were brou^t from Fort Huachuca to repair and reaevate

the commanding officer* s quarters, which he occupied, and to

otherwise arrest the decay lAiich had already set in about

the unoccupied post. Since Col* Stewart's departure the

place has been, and is, under the immediate charge of a

caretaker, e*^bandmaster Carl S. Gung*l, t|)pointed by the lar



Ctpmrtffitat t ftlthoug^ elnet its abucidiifimdnt as a military

post Fort Grant has been under the Jurisdiction of the

Seoretary of the Interior*

The original area of the Reservation was 42^341 mores

t

and it coTered a large portion of the Graham mountains » which

portion, being heavily timbered, was later, by proclamation

of the President, withdrawn from the military reservation and

included within the Crook National Forest. The part remaining

of the original reservation amounts to 12,160 acres, and

takes in the buildings of the old post, which are chiefly

desired for ^e purposes of the Industrial School. Being

situate, as before stated, immediately at the base of the

Graham mountains , which are now within the Crook national

Forest, these buildings are very close to the Forest line.

Attached to this report will be found a somewhat de*

tailed and itemised etatraent of the buildings i^ich form

the old post, and which, i^on selection as provided in the

Enabling Act Bjnd the Act of Congress (S« 7163) will becojM

the property of the State. This state^nt is the result of

a careful individual examination of the entire plant by all

the membeiBof the Commission, accompanied by Mr. Miles Woodt

who has resided in the vicinity of Fort Grant since 1871

•

The statement contains sixty*four items, including a water

tank irihich was utilised for piping water about the Post, a

cement reservoir about 50 x 175 feet in area, a band stand,

Mi the ruins of six valueless corrals, iribich could neither

be repaired or rebuilt at 4 profit* This leaves fifty^five



buildings** store buildings » offices, residences t barrmckSf

halls I stables and corrals**in various conditions « but gener»

ally in fair shape t considering the length of time they have

been in disuse* For a clearer idea of the buildings t refex^

ence may be had to the numerous photographs of the same

aceoaspaning this report* Largely constructed of adobot a

considerable number of them, however, are built in the most

substantial manner, of dressed stone, quarried and haled at

great e^ense, and of lumber. Of the latter, a government

saw»mill in the Graham mountains supplied all of the rougher

grades, while the finishing lumber was freighted in. Without

taking into consideration the original cost of |hese buildings,

which, owing to the distance from a base of supplies, the lack

of transportation facilities at that early date and the eie^

cessive cost whidi general^ characterlied the construction

of govemsMint buildings, was very much greater than the cost

would now be, the Commission estimates their total value**and

considers the estimate exceedingly conservative*-at |241,810t

while to place them in good repair would require an ejqpenditure

of |23,725* It is not ej^ected, or intended, that these

figures shall be accpeted as accurate, but they form the

estimate of fairly practical, fairly experienced, untechnical

mn^ and will afford an idea of the value of the property

which the State is in a position to acquire without cost.

For the present, a very few of the available buildings

will be needed for the purposes of the Industrial School, and



thest my bt repaired at slight ajqptneat but in the epinion

of the CeisQiieeien all of t^ bmlldings ehoul4 be plaeed im

firet-^elaes oondition as rapidly ae possible i in order that

the full Talue of a splendid property may be preserred*

f&iu ean be done to a very great extent by the utilisation of

the labor of the boys of the SUhoolf and therefore at a min»

imum of e:;q)ense to the SlatOt while affording the boys healths

fhe Post 9 foroMid of the fifty* fire buildings mentioned

t

surrounds a pljisa* or parade ground i about 6T5 feet square

t

the streets of i^ieh lie southirast and northeast on two sides

of the plaza, and southeast and northwest on the others*

The buildings fac* the plasa, or parade ground, with the

streets between, lined on both sides with large cottonwood

trees* The streets need repairs, irtiich may be easily madot

i*ile by reason of inattention, many of the trees are in very

bad shape* By cutting them baek and lopping off the deai

wood, however, TOst of them ean be saved, to the great beautify

£cation of the grounds* At that oorner of the square formed

by the buildings, which points directly north, is the

ing officer* s building, a large, two«»story tsmm in excellent

condition, and now being occtq)ied by the caretaker* IVom

this point along the north side of the grounds*-that is, the

side which runs southeast and northwest«^are the officers*

quarters; on the eastern side is the Post Hall, the fire

house and a few minor buildings} on the south side, facing



toward the plata and the officers* quartersf are the barrackst

and on the wet side are the etore*»hulldlng8 and offleee*

Within the plaza» iimediately aeross the street from the officer^

quartersf ie a large cement resenroirt six to eight feet deept

continually supplied with fresh water from the Graham mountains

by a system which will be later described* This reservoir may

be easily covered and utilised » discreetly t for a swimming poolg

to the enjoyment and betterment of the health of the Sihool^s

inmates* ASjoining the reservoir is a bandstand, and here, also

is the flagopole* The parade ground is at present the scene of

agricultural operations, but should be returned to its original

use I and in addition thereto , should be utilized for baseballi

football i tennis and other healthful and wholesome sports*

Throughout the grounds and in every building about the Post

are water pipes, the condition of lAiidi can only be ascertained

by a thorough emmination. It is safe to assume that the repairs

necessary to place the system in good shape will not be excessive

The water—chemically pure, clear, cold mountain watei^-is conp

veyed by means of a five^inch iron pipOt from a reservoir in

S herman Creek, two miles up the side of Graham mountain from the

Post* The dam which forms this reservoir is of rock and cemant,

10 feet high and 50 feet wide, irtiile a similar Am two miles

further up the mountain side, is 8 feet high ai:^ 30 feet wide*

Both reservoirs are filled with sand and boulders, washed down by

the floods of years, but may be easily cleaned, when the dams will

be found, from all indications, as good as the year they were con-

structed « Umile abotie the last mentioned reservoir, at the end
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